Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 05 JUL 2006 


Message Text 


SECRET 

PAGE 01 ATHENS 03175 01 OF 04 241846Z 

43 

ACTION EUR-08 

INFO OCT-01 SS-14 ISO-00 EURE-00 NSC-05 NSCE-00 INR-05 

ClAE-00 INRE-00 PM-03 SP-02 SAM-01 L-01 EB-03 OC-01 

CCO-00 A-01 MMS-01 PRS-01 SSO-00 /047 W 

031699 

O P 241700Z APR 75 ZFF-4 

FM AMEMBASSY ATHENS 

TO SECSTATE WASHDC IMMEDIATE 8508 

INFO SECDEF PRIORITY 

US MISSION NATO PRIORITY 2139 

JCS PRIORITY 

USNMR SHAPE PRIORITY 

USDELMC PRIORITY 

USCINCEUR PRIORITY 

CINCUSNAVEUR PRIORITY 

CINCUSAFE PRIORITY 

SECRET SECTION I OF 4 ATHENS 03175 

LIMDIS 

E.O. 11652: GDS 
TAGS: MARR, GR, US 

SUBJECT: US-GREEK BASE NEGOTIATIONS: FOURTH PERN ARY OF 
SECOND ROUND 

REFS: (A) ATHENS 2920 (B) ATHENS 3032 (C) ATHENS 3113 

SUMMARY: GREEKS AGREED TO PRINCIPLE THAT US MIGHT CONTINUE 
TO CARRY OUT ESSENTIAL ACTIVITIES AT HRLLF, NIKON AIR BASE, 

BUT TIED THEIR AGREEMENT TO (A) "SUBSTANTIAL" REDUCTION OF 
US ACTIVITIES AND PERSONNEL AT AIR BASE (B) TERMINATION OF 
HOMEPORTING AND (C) CLOSING OF DIPLOMATIC TELECOMMUNICATIONS 
SERVICE FACILITY AT TATOI (VARIBOBI). US RESPONDED BY 
MAKING STATEMENT ON TERMINATION OF HOMEPORTING; PLEDGING 
TO MAKE SUBSTANTIAL CUTS AT HELLENIKON, BUT ASKED FOR 
RECONSIDERATION OF NEWLY CREATED LINKAGE INVOLVING TATOI. 
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US SAID WE WOULD STUDY TATOI PROPOSAL, BUT DECLINED TO 
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INDICATE WHEN ANSWER EROM WASHINGTON MIGHT BE PROVIDED. 
EURTHER SUBGROUP MEETINGS WERE SCHEDULED EOR FRIDAY, APRIL 
25 AND THE NEXT PLENARY WAS SET FOR SATURDAY, APRIL 26, AT 
WHICH TIME ATTENTION WOULD BE TURNED TO A COMMUNIQUE, A 
POSSIBLE JOINT REPORT TO NATO, AND THE TATOI ISSUE. IE 
NECESSARY, IT WAS AGREED TO SCHEDULE A EURTHER PLENARY 
SESSION EARLY NEXT WEEK. END SUMMARY 

1. THE EOURTH PLENARY MET ON APRIL 24 AT 1000 HOURS. 

AMBASSADOR CALOGERAS REGRETTED THE DELAY SINCE THE LAST 
PLENARY BUT EELT THAT IN THE INTERIM BOTH SIDES HAD BEEN 
ABLE TO SEE MORE CLEARLY THE OTHER'S ATTITUDES AND WHAT 
HAD TO BE DISCUSSED EURTHER. THE GREEK SIDE HAD REVIEWED 
THE AMERICAN COMMENTS ON THE IMPORTANCE OE HELLENIKON 
AND ALHOUGH THEY HAD ORIGINALLY INSISTED THAT IT WAS TO 

BE CLOSED ALTOGETHER, THEY WERE MINDFUL OF THE IMPORTANCE 
OE THE ALLIANCE AND THE IMPORTANCE OE US PRESENCE IN THE 
MEDITERRANEAN TO BOTH THE US AND TO GREECE. THEREEORE, 

THE GOG HAD DECIDED TO ACCEPT IN PRINCIPLE THE RETENTION 
OE CERTAIN FACILITIES AT HELLENIKON ALTER THE CLOSING OF 
THE AMERICAN BASE. THE WHOLE HELLENIKON AREA WOULD BE A 
GREEK BASE, AND THE GREEKS AGREED IN PRINCIPLE THAT CERTAIN 
AMERICAN EACILITIES MIGHT CONTINUE, THE EXTENT OE WHICH 
WOULD BE A MATTER OE DISCUSSION. CONTINUATION OE CERTAIN 
US ACTIVITIES AT A GREEK AIR BASE WAS CONDITIONAL ON TWO 
POINTS; TERMINATION OE HOMEPORTING EACILITIES, AND AGREEMENT 
ON CLOSING ALTOGETHER THE US AREA TELECOMMUNICATIONS 
EACILITY (ATO) AT TATOI. THIS ARRANGEMENT WOULD PERMIT 
CONCLUSION OE THE SECOND ROUND OE NEGOTIATIONS. IF THE 
US SIDE COULD GIVE A REACTION IMMEDIATELY OR AT THE NEXT 
PLENARY, EURTHER DISCUSSIONS COULD BE HELD ON ANNOUNCEMENTS 
TO THE PRESS SATISEACTORY EOR THE GREEK GOVERNMENT AND 
PUBLIC OPINION AS WELL AS EOR US PUBLIC OPINION. 

2. MINISTER STEARNS AGREED THAT THE TIME SPENT IN SUBGROUPS 
SINCE THE PREVIOUS PLENARY HAD BEEN WELL SPENT. A LARGE 
PART OF THE PROBLEM WAS TO UNDERSTAND AND DEFINE ISSUES 
AND THIS HAD BEEN DONE EEFECTIVELY. HE EXPRESSED 
APPRECIATION EOR THE GREEK UNDERSTANDING OE THE ESSENTIALITY 
OE AMERICAN EACILITIES AT HELLENIKON. ONE OE THE KEY 
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ISSUES EOR THE US DURING THESE NEGOTIATIONS WAS THE EUTURE 
OE HELLENIKON, AND THE AGREEMENT THAT ESSENTIAL SERVICES 
COULD CONTINUE ON AN ENEARGED GREEK BASE WAS A CONSIDERABLE 
CONTRIBUTION TO THE JOINT OBJECTIVE OE THESE NEGOTIATIONS, 

AND THE US WELCOMED THE GREEK DECISION. THE US WAS 
PREPARED TO EXAMINE CAREEUELY AND IN DETAIL THE EULL RANGE 
OE US ACTIVITIES AT HELLENIKON TO SEE WHAT REDUCTIONS, 
ELIMINATIONS, AND CHANGES MIGHT BE MADE. THE US WAS 
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PREPARED TO MAKE SUBSTANTIAL CHANGES, INCLUDING THE 
TRANSFER OF THE BASE ENTIRELY TO GREEK CONTROL. THE US 
WAS PREPARED TO RELOCATE CERTAIN ACTIVITIES AND 
ANTICIPATED A SUBSTANTIAL REDUCTION OF POPULATION AND 
FACILITIES AT THE BASE. STEARNS SUGGESTED A SUBGROUP 
MEETING TO EXAMINE IN MORE DETAIL THE SPECIFIC CHANGES. 

3. STEARNS RECALLED THAT HE HAD EARLIER DESCRIBED THE 
KIND OF STRATEGIC CONTEXT IN WHICH THE USG HAD TO 
APPROACH HOMEPORTING. THE US SIDE WAS AWARE THAT THE 
GOG, AS PART OF ITS OVERALL EFFORT TO REDUCE THE AMERICAN 
PRESENCE, WANTED TERMINATION AND STEARNS WAS PLEASED TO 
INFORM THE GREEK DELEGATION THAT A DECISION HAD BEEN 
REACHED TO TERMINATE HOMEPORTING WITH THE LEAST POSSIBLE 
DELAY. THIS MEANT THAT APPROXIMATELY 2,000 US MILITARY 
AND 1,000 DEPENDENTS WOULD BEGIN TO LEAVE GREECE AS 
SOON AS THE DELIBERATIONS WERE CONCLUDED, A PROCESS 
THAT COULD BE COMPLETED BY THE END OF THE SUMMER. 

HOWEVER, THIS LEFT OTHER POINTS RELATED TO HOMEPORTING 
STILL TO BE DISCUSSED, NOTABLY THE FACILITIES ASSOCIATED 
WITH HOMEPORTING, SUCH AS THE PIER, THE LANDING AREA, AND 
THE SHIP REPAIR OFFICE. HE THEN SOUGHT ASSURANCES THAT 
THE US COULD RESUME PERIODIC SHIP VISITS, CONTINUING TO 
USE THE PIER FOR THAT PURPOSE. LEASES AND FINANCIAL 
ARRANGEMENTS WERE ANOTHER COMPLICATED SUBJECT WHICH THE 
US WOULD LIKE TO FLAG AS SOMETHING REQUIRING FURTHER 
DISCUSSION. STEARNS SUGGESTED FORMATION OF A SUBGROUP 
TO DISCUSS THESE QUESTIONS. 
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4. STEARNS EXPRESSED SURPRISE THAT THE GREEK SIDE HAD 
MENTIONED TATOI SO LATE IN THE NEGOTIATIONS AND AS A PRE- 
CONDITION TO CONTINUATION OE US ACTIVITIES AT HELLENIKON. 
ALTHOUGH THE US DELEGATION WAS PREPARED TO TALK ABOUT 
ALL US INSTALLATIONS IN GREECE, HE WAS UNDER THE 
IMPRESSION THAT THE NEGOTIATION WOULD BE DEALING ONLY 
WITH MILITARY BASES AND EACILITIES. THE DIPLOMATIC 
COMMUNICATIONS SITE AT TATOI WAS A NON-MILITARY 
INSTALLATION OPERATING WITH STATE DEPARTMENT EUNDS 
PRINCIPALLY EOR THE RELAY OE DIPLOMATIC COMMUNICATIONS 
TRAFEIC. EXISTING LEASE ARRANGEMENTS EXPIRED IN MAY 1977. 

THE PROBLEM WAS A VERY PRACTICAL ONE, AS THE US 
DELEGATION HAD NO INSTRUCTIONS EROM WASHINGTON PERMITTING 
IT TO ACCEPT THE CLOSING OF TATOI. STEARNS UNDERTOOK TO 
REPORT THE GREEK REQUEST TO WASHINGTON, BUT HE COULD NOT 
SECRET 
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BE OPTIMISTIC THAT HE WOULD RECEIVE A QUICK ANSWER. THE 
QUESTION OE HOW TO RELOCATE A SITE OPERATED WITH STATE DEPART- 
MENT EUNDS WAS NOT EASILY SOLVED. THE STATE BUDGET 
WAS VERY SMALL, AND IT WOULD BE DIEEICULT TO EIND EUNDS 
EOR A RELOCATION. IE IT WAS DESIRABLE EROM THE GREEK 
POINT OF VIEW TO SHOW THE CLOSING OE SOME ADDITIONAL 
EACILITIES, IT MIGHT BE EASIER TO CLOSE SOMETHING OTHER 
THAN TATOI, SUCH AS A SMALL MILITARY FACILITY. STEARNS 
SUGGESTED SOME POSSIBILITIES, SUCH AS THE LORAN MONITORING 
STATION ON RHODES, THE SOLAR WEATHER OBSERVATORY OUTSIDE 
OE ATHENS, AND THE TWO COMMUNICATIONS SITES AT PENDELI AND 
SAMI. ON THE BASIS OE THE US DEI . EG AR ION'S INSTRUCTIONS, IT 
WOULD BE EASIER TO GET A RAPID RESPONSE ON THOSE 
EACILITIES, ALTHOUGH STEARNS COULD NOT GUARANTEE THE NATURE 
OE THE RESPONSE, SINCE THESE ACTIVITIES HAD NOT BEEN 
DISCUSSED PREVIOUSLY IN THE NEGOTIATIONS, JUST AS TATOI HAD 
NOT BEEN. SOME STAEEING HAD BEEN DONE ON THEM HOWEVER. 

TATOI WOULD NOT BE AS IMMEDIATE A PROBLEM IF THE GREEKS HAD 
NOT MADE ITS CLOSURE A PRECONDITION TO THEIR CONCESSION 
AT HELLENIKON. STEARNS INDICATED HIS WILLINGNESS TO 
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DISCUSS WITH WASHINGTON THE RELOCATION OF TATOI FACILITIES 
BUT AS THERE WAS A DESIRE ON THE GREEK SIDE TO DEMONSTRATE 
RESULTS FROM THIS PHASE OF THE NEGOTIATIONS, IT WOULD BE 
UNFORTUNATE IF THE PROCESS WERE RETARDED BY DELAY IN 
GETTING A DECISION ON A NON-MILITARY SITE NOT PREVIOUSLY 
MENTIONED. STEARNS THEREFORE REQUESTED CALOGERAS TO 
WITHDRAW HIS STATEMENT MAKING THE CLOSING OF TATOI A 
CONDITION. 

5. STEARNS FELT THAT THE TWO SIDES COULD WORK OUT THE 
REMAINING PROBLEMS PERMITTING A COMMUNIQUE SHOWING DEFINITE 
RESULTS FROM THE NEGOTIATIONS, AND STATED HIS PREFERENCE 

FOR A JOINT STATEMENT TO E ISSUED AT THE END OF THE 
SECOND ROUND. THE UNDERLYING ASSUMPTION OF THE DISCUSSIONS 
HAD BEEN THE CONTINUED EXISTENCE OF COMMON INTERESTS, AND 
IT WAS PREFERABLE NOT TO DRAMATIZE THE APARTNESS BUT RATHER 
TO SHOW A RECOGNITION OF CONTINUED CLOSE US-GREEK 
RELATIONS. THEREFORE, RATHER THAN EACH SIDE MAKING 
SEPARATE STATEMENTS WHICH OUTSIDERS WOULD SCRUTINIZE AND 
COMPARE FOR DIFFERENCES, IT WOULD BE PREFERABLE TO AGREE 
TO A JOINT COMMUNIQUE. EACH SIDE WOULD STILL BE FREE TO 
SECRET 
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COMMENT SEPARATELY ON SUCH A JOINT STATEMENT, BUT AT LEAST 
THERE WOULD BE COMMON LANGUAGE. STEARNS RECOMMENDED A SMALL 
SUBGROUP TO DRAFT THE COMMUNIQUE. THE US SIDE HAD PREPARED 
A DRAFT AS A POINT OF DEPARTURE FOR FURTHER DISCUSSION, WHICH 
HE PROVIDED TO THE GREEK DELEGATION. HE FURTHER SUGGESTED 
THAT THE SAME SUBGROUP WORK ON JOINT INSTRUCTIONS TO 
THEIR RESPECTIVE NATO AMBASSADORS SETTING FORTH WHAT WAS 
APPROPRIATE TO TELL THE NAC. THIS WOULD SIMPLIFY THE 
PROCESS SINCE GREECE WOULD SOON BE MOVING FORWARD TO NATO 
DISCUSSIONS. 

6. CALOGERAS AGREED TO A MEETING OF THE SUBGROUP ON 
HELLENIKON TO EXAMINE THE MODALITIES OF CONTINUING CERTAIN 
US FACILITIES THERE. HE REITERATED THAT IT WOULD BE 

A GREEK AIR FORCE BASE, AND STATED THAT THE INSTRUCTIONS 
TO THE GREEK SUBGROUP WOULD BE TO SEE THAT THE 
FACILITIES WERE SUBSTANTIALLY REDUCED OR CONSOLIDATED AS 
FAR AS SPACE WAS CONCERNED AND TO ESTABLISH THE 
IRREDUCIBLE MINIMUM NUMBER OF US PERSONNEL. HE STATED THAT 
HE WOULD NOT BE ABLE TO ACCEPT A MERE RELOCATION OF 
PERSONNEL, WHICH WOULD ONLY CREATE PROBLEMS IN OTHER AREAS 
BUT LOOKED FOR A REAL REDUCTION. HE EXPRESSED APPRECIATION 
FOR THE US UNDERSTANDING OF GREECE'S DESIRE TO TERMINATE THE 
HOMEPORTING AGREEMENT, NOTING WITH SATISFACTION THAT THE US 
WAS PREPARED TO CLOSE HOMEPORTING AS SOON AS POSSIBLE AND 
REMOVE PERSONNEL FROM GREECE BEFORE THE END OF THE SUMMER. 

HE REALIZED THAT MINOR TECHNICAL POINTS REMAINED TO BE 
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DISCUSSED AND ACCEPTED THE EORMATION OF A SUBGROUP. HE 
NOTED STEARNS' COMMENT THAT THE US WOULD LIKE TO SEE THE 
CONTINUATION OE ELEET VISITS ALTER THE END OE THE HOMEPORTING 
AGREEMENT, BUT RESERVED COMMENT ON THIS POINT, STATING 
THAT IT WENT BEYOND THE INSTRUCTIONS OE HIS DELEGATION. 

HE AGREED TO REPORT THIS DESIRE TO HIS GOVERNMENT. 
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7. CALOGERAS DID NOT SHARE MR. STEARNS OPINION ON THE 
INAPPROPRIATENESS OF INTRODUCING VARIBOBI, REMINDING THE 
US SIDE THAT HE HAD BEEN CAREFUL THROUGHOUT THE SESSIONS TO 
NOTE THAT AT ANY TIME ALL ASPECTS OF THE US PRESENCE WOULD BE 
OPEN TO DISCUSSION IN VERY BROAD TERMS, AN OPTION AVAILABLE 
TO BOTH SIDES. FOR REASONS HE KNEW WERE UNDERSTOOD WELL, 
THERE WAS A STRONG DESIRE ON THE GREEK SIDE TO SEE A SOLUTION 
TO THE PROBLEM AT TATOI. HIS DELEGATION HAD VISITED THAT 
INSTALLATION AND SAW HOW SMALL IT WAS IN RELATION TO ITS 
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IMPORTANCE AND DID NOT BELIEVE ITS CLOSURE WOULD BE 
A MAJOR PROBLEM. HE APPRECIATED THE US REQUIREMENT TO DISCUSS 
THIS MATTER WITH WASHINGTON BUT HOPED A FAVORABLE RESPONSE 
WOULD BE FORTHCOMING. HE STATED THERE WERE SOME PROBLEMS 
WITH THE TATOI LEASE. HE NOTED STEARNS' SUGGESTION TO 
ANNOUNCE THE CLOSING OF SOME OTHER MINOR MILITARY 
SECRET 
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INSTALLATIONS INSTEAD OF TATOI, BUT WAS NOT YET PREPARED TO 
ANSWER THIS SUGGESTION BUT HOPED TO DO SO AT THE NEXT PLENARY. 

8. CALOGERAS ASKED FOR SUGGESTIONS AS TO THE BEST WAY TO 
END ROUND TWO. REFERRING TO THE COMMUNIQUE SUGGESTED BY 
STEARNS, HE SAID IT WOULD BE NECESSARY TO CONSULT WITH THE 
FOREIGN MINISTER, AND HOPED HE COULD REACT AT THE NEXT 
MEETING. HE EXPRESSED HIS HOPE THAT AT SOME POINT AFTER 
THE END OF THE SECOND ROUND THE TWO SIDES COULD DISCUSS IN 
DEPTH THE DRAFT UMBRELLA AGREEMENT PROVIDED BY THE GREEKS. 
CALOGERAS HOPED FOR A US REACTION ON THIS POSSIBILITY AT 

THE NEXT MEETING. HE SUGGESTED A FLEXIBLE FORMULA FOR 
DISCUSSING CERTAIN POINTS WHICH WOULD STILL BE OPEN AFTER 
THE END OF ROUND TWO, SUCH AS SOME PROBLEMS ON SOFA AND 
THE IMPLEMENTATION OF THE HELLENIKON DECISION. THESE COULD 
CONTINUE UNDER THE SUPERVISION OF CALOGERAS AND STEARNS AND 
NEED ONLY INVOLVE A FEW PEOPLE ON BOTH SIDES. HE FURTHER 
RESERVED HIS REPLY ON THE MATTER OF JOINT INSTRUCTIONS 
TO NATO. 

9. STEARNS REMARKED THAT THE US DID NOT HAVE IN MIND SIMPLY 
A RELOCATION OF US PERSONNEL AT HELLENIKON, BUT FORESAW 

A SUBSTANTIAL REDUCTION NOT ONLY IN PERSONNEL STATIONED 
THERE BUT IN THE TRAFFIC OF AMERICANS USING HELLENIKON 
FACILITIES. THE TERMINATION OF HOMEPORTING INVOLVED 3,000 
AMERICANS, MOST OF WHOM USED THE FACILITIES AT HELLENIKON, 

AND IT WAS CLEAR THAT THE TERMINATION OF HOMEPORTING 
WOULD REDUCE THE LOAD ON THE BASE SUPPORT FACILITIES, A 
MATTER THAT COULD BE DISCUSSED IN MORE DETAIL IN THE SUB- 
GROUP. STEARNS WAS PLEASED AT THE GREEK AGREEMENT TO A SUB- 
GROUP ON HOMEPORTING TO DISCUSS RESIDUAL FACILITIES. 

10. CONCERNING THE DIPLOMATIC COMMUNICATIONS SITE AT TATOI, 
STEARNS ACKNOWLEDGED THAT IT WAS PHYSICALLY A SMALL FACILITY, 
BUT REEMPHASIZED THAT ALTHOUGH SMALL IN SIZE IT WAS FUNDED 

BY THE STATE DEPARTMENT AND THERE WAS NO QUICK WAY TO GET A 
DECISION. HE REPORTED THAT IF IT WAS THE GREEK DESIRE TO 
REACH A LOGICAL CONCLUSION TO THE SECOND ROUND OR MAKE AN 
ANNOUNCEMENT, THIS WOULD DELAY IT. IF THE GREEKS COULD AGREE 
ON SOME OTHER INSTALLATION, THEN THIS COULD BE EXPLORED 
INFORMALLY. STEARNS ASKED FOR A REACTION ON THE FEASIBILITY 
SECRET 
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OF A JOINT COMMUNIQUE AND ASKED FOR A SUBGROUP TO DRAFT A 
COMMUNIQUE AS SOON AS POSSIBLE. STEARNS AGREED TO COMMENT 
AT THE NEXT PLENARY ON THE UMBRELLA AGREEMENT. THE QUESTION 
OF AN UMBRELLA AGREEMENT POSED PROBLEMS FOR THE US, PARTICU- 
LARLY CONCERNING POSSIBLE NEED FOR RATIFICATION BY THE US 
CONGRESS. THE US PREFERENCE WAS TO THINK IN TERMS OF 
AMENDMENTS TO EXISTING AGREEMENTS AND TO MAINTAIN A 
FORMAT WHICH COULD PROPERLY BE DEFINED AS AN EXECUTIVE 
AGREEMENT RATHER THAN A TREATY REQUIRING CONGRESSIONAL ACTION. 
HE AGREED ON A FLEXIBLE FORMULA FOR CONTINUING CONTACTS 
AFTER THE END OF ROUND TWO, NOTING THAT THE WASHINGTON 
GROUP WOULD RETURN HOME TO STUDY THE PROBLEMS ALREADY 
DISCUSSED AND THE LOCAL GROUP WOULD CONTINUE TO STAY IN 
TOUCH WITH THE GREEK DELEGATION. ONCE GENERAL AGREEMENT 
WAS REACHED, THE TWO SIDES COULD CONTINUE ON AN AD HOC 
BASIS. WHILE CONTINUING THE WORK LOCALLY, EXPERTS COULD BE 
CALLED BACK FROM WASHINGTON AS REQUIRED. REGARDING THE 
DRAFT COMMUNIQUE STEARNS HAD PROVIDED, CALOGERAS STATED HIS 
RESERVATIONS CONCERNING LANGUAGE INDICATING USE OF HOMEPORTING 
FACILITIES BY VISITING SIXTH FLEET SHIPS. HE STATED THAT 
HE DID NOT SEE THAT POINT IN THE SAME WAY AS THE US SAW IT. 

THE GREEKS WISHED HOMEPORTING TERMINATED AND NO FURTHER USE 
OF FACILITIES AT ELEFSIS. IF THE GREEK GOVERNMENT AGREED 
TO FURTHER SHIP VISITS, IT WOULD BE AS DECIDED BY THE GREEK 
GOVERNMENT WITH NO REFERENCE TO WHAT PREVIOUSLY EXISTED AT 
ELEFSIS. HE ADMITTED THAT THIS WAS ONLY HIS FIRST REACTION 
AS HE HAD NOT HAD TIME TO STUDY THE DRAFT. 
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11. CALOGERAS AGREED TO A PLENARY SESSION FOR SATURDAY, AND 
ASKED THAT BOTH SIDES BE MORE ELEXIBLE ON THE TIME REMAINING 
IN ROUND TWO. HE SUGGESTED THE POSSIBILITY OP 
ANOTHER SHORT PLENARY ON MONDAY OR TUESDAY, EXPRESSING 
HIS HOPE THAT BY THEN THE US SIDE WOULD HAVE MORE PRECISE 
INSTRUCTIONS ON THE FUTURE OF TATOI. HE STATED THAT IP THE 
US SIDE HAD NO INSTRUCTIONS ON TATOI BY SATURDAY THAT PERHAPS 
IT WOULD HAVE SOMETHING MORE CONCRETE BY MONDAY OR TUESDAY. 

HE STATED THAT VARIBOBI WAS A RATHER ANOMALOUS CASE, THE 
MANNER IN WHICH IT WAS FIRST OPENED WAS ANOMALOUS AND THE 
CONTINUATION OP IT WOULD BE DIPFICULT. ALTHOUGH THE GREEK 
GOVERNMENT DID NOT WISH TO CURTAIL ACTIVITIES OP THE US 
EMBASSY IN GREECE, THE FACILITIES AT VARIBOBI WENT WELL 
BEYOND THE SERVING OP THIS US DEPLOMATIC MISSION. HE DID 
NOT THINK IT ADVISABLE AS YET TO FORM A SUBGROUP ON A JOINT 
COMMUNIQUE. FIRST IT WAS NECESSARY TO OBTAIN AGREEMENT IN 
SECRET 
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PRINCIPLE AND THEN THE TWO DELEGATION LEADERS COULD 
AGREE ON A JOINT TEXT. HE AGREED THAT SUBGROUP COULD 
CONTINUE ON AN AD HOC BASIS BEPORE OR APTER GREEK EASTER. 

STEARNS AGREED THAT THE US TEAM WOULD BE PREPARED TO 
CONTINUE WORKING INTO THE NEXT WEEK IP NECESSARY, NOTING THAT 
SO MUCH HAD BEEN DONE IN THE PAST THREE WEEKS THAT IT WOULD 
BE A SHAME TO RUSH POR AN EARLY END. REPERRING ONCE AGAIN TO 
TATOI, STEARNS AGREED THAT HE WAS PREPARED TO DISCUSS THIS 
MATTER WITH WASHINGTON. THE PROBLEM WAS THAT THE GREEKS HAD 
REFERRED TO IT AS A PRECONDITION, WHICH MADE IT DIPPICULT. 

HE AGREED TO DISCUSS IT BUT HOPED IT COULD BE DONE AT A 
MORE LEISURELY PACE. IN REPERENCE TO THE LINE IN THE DRAPT 
COMMUNIQUE CONCERNING FLEET VISITS, THIS WAS ADDED ONLY TO 
SHOW THAT THE US AND GREEK SIDES WERE PREPARED TO CONTINUE 
TO DISCUSS THE PACILITIES. IT WAS THE US' HOPE THAT DURING 
REGULAR FLEET VISITS OUR SHIPS COULD USE THE PIER. STEARNS 
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EXPRESSED HIS HOPE THAT IN THE NEAR FUTURE US-GREEK RELATIONS 
WOULD BE RESTORED TO THE POINT THAT ELEET VISITS COULD BE 
RESUMED ONA NORMAL BASIS. 

KUBISCH 
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Disposition Date: 28 MAY 2004 
Disposition Event: 

Disposition History: n/a 
Disposition Reason: 

Disposition Remarks: 

Document Number: 1975ATHENS03175 

Document Source: CORE 

Document Unique ID: 00 

Drafter: n/a 

Enclosure: n/a 

Executive Order: GS 

Errors: N/A 

Film Number: D7501 44-081 6 
From: ATHENS 
Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Image Path: 

ISecure: 1 

Legacy Key: Iink1975/newtext/t1 975041 8/aaaaaqpe. tel 

Line Count: 497 

Locator: TEXT ON-LINE, ON MICROFILM 
Office: ACTION EUR 
Original Classification: SECRET 
Original Handling Restrictions: LIMDIS 
Original Previous Classification: n/a 
Original Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Page Count: 10 

Previous Channel Indicators: n/a 
Previous Classification: SECRET 
Previous Handling Restrictions: LIMDIS 

Reference: 75 ATHENS 2920, 75 ATHENS 3032, 75 ATHENS 3113 

Review Action: RELEASED, APPROVED 

Review Authority: GolinoFR 

Review Comment: n/a 

Review Content Flags: 

Review Date: 02 JUN 2003 
Review Event: 

Review Exemptions: n/a 

Review History: RELEASED <02 JUN 2003 by BoyleJA>; APPROVED <03 JUN 2003 by GolinoFR> 

Review Markings: 

Margaret P. Grafeld 
Declassified/Released 
US Department of State 
EO Systematic Review 
05 JUL 2006 


Review Media Identifier: 

Review Referrals: n/a 
Review Release Date: n/a 
Review Release Event: n/a 
Review Transfer Date: 

Review Withdrawn Fields: n/a 
Secure: OPEN 
Status: NATIVE 

Subject: US-GREEK BASE NEGOTIATIONS: FOURTH PLENARY OF SECOND ROUND 
TAGS: MARR, GR, US 
To: STATE 
Type: TE 

Markings: Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 05 JUL 2006 


Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 05 JUL 2006 



